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You Can’t Stop the Revolution

The book, “You can’t Stop the Revolution” by Andrea S. Boyles is a brilliant ethnography which captures events inside of the protests in Ferguson. The book is based on a period when the Black Lives Matter movement blew up onto the global arena. In the book, the author gives a daily mishmash of protests, social ties and empowerment as they came together to safeguard black lives while pushing for the exceptional 21st century resistance.  The book focuses on crime prevention in the neighborhood and a regular interaction of both the black citizens and police. All this is aimed at preserving the lives of the black people. In addition, the book also examines how the black people take part in combating crime, disorder and police conflicts. Other than the key focus of safeguarding the lives of black citizens, Boyles also gives significant analysis of cities such as Ferguson indifference is quite high. In such cities, socialization of apathy exposes the black neighborhoods to vulnerability to both civilian and state variance, all in a situation where black lives are not only apparently flexible but are also held accountable for what they express. Generally, “You can’t Stop the Revolution” is meant to remind people that there is still possibility to empower communities in areas infected with both interpersonal hostility and police brutality. The book starts at a very saddening state as the author narrates the story of Michael Brown and his friend Dorian Johnson who faced the brutality of Ferguson police officer, Darren Wilson. An incidence occurred between the three, where words were exchanged, and a struggle ensues, leading to Wilson shooting Brown. As the author states, it is from that location the first outcry from the residents come into sight. After witnessing the shooting, the citizens began giving their accounts and eventually got in to the streets to express their annoyance against the actions of the police. As revealed in the book, it was from that, the initial descriptions of Brown’s murder began spreading throughout St. Louis and beyond. 
From the book, Boyles gives glowing ethnographic work which consists of interviews from the protests at Ferguson. She offers a narration of discussions and experiences that demonstrates that the actions of the protestors are both purposeful and impulsive. In addition, she investigates how peaceful remonstration can be framed in a compromising way for the participants. With the brilliant insights from the book, readers are left with significant insinuations and take-aways which comprise of distinguishing and accommodating activists even up to date who are still carrying on with the task. The exploration by Boyles on how citizens can carry out a protest in a very compromising circumstance is still applicable in the modern date contributing a lot not just on our understanding of criminal justice system but also our personal rights regardless of the race. Explaining how she grew up, Boyles states how she lived with persistent physical and social confusion as an environment. However, regardless of the numerous compromising conditions she was exposed to, the author leaves the readers with a very important lesson. She states that, she learned to get along and find the way the best she could with the minimal possessions and options. Primarily, like the author, it is important to note that being able to maximize on what one has is key in combating crime and ensuring our neighborhoods are safe, not just for ourselves, but for others too. As stated in the book, these principles were practiced by almost all black citizens. They embraced the actions of protect-and-serve despite the numerous community disorders. However, Boyles states that the black citizens did not think of the policies or consider them as policing themselves but they were just concerned about the welfare of each other. This is really an important aspect in understanding criminal justice system because the justice system is basically being concerned about one another’s welfare. As the book states, the activities of the black citizens made much difference in dealing with the daily frustrations and limitations the poor black citizens faced, which social service and police failed to address. 
The aspect of politicizing race as revealed in the book has for a very long time hindered the implementation of fair criminal justice. As stated by the author, since old age, race has been used to signify identity and obscurely to exclude or include some people. According to Boyles, blackness has been essentialized while romanticizing whiteness. As a result, black people have become demonstration of racial classification and ranking and being demonized as criminals as well as being denied fair judgment in regards to criminal justice. According to the author, due to the prototypical representation of the black citizens by the media and other edifying agents, they are depicted as always engaging in exceptional behaviors and activities. However, it is worth noting that these prototypes hinder fairness in criminal justice system because it appears biased and leaning on one side. A clear example is well demonstrated in the incident on the murder of Brown. In addition, to falsely accusing Brown of being strong-arm robbery, the police use words which do not present Brown as human. Darren explains about Brown based on his complexion and refers to him by names such as demon and it. This clearly helps us understand how the criminal justice system operates. It is clear, based on the author that Brown was not served with justice because he was black and had confronted a white, who failed to give the correct information to the jury, but instead capitalized on demonizing the innocent black man. 
In contrast to the historical negativity that citizens have been fed on concerning blackness and the numerous facets, Boyles declares that black lives matter, as she narrates on the post Ferguson backlash against black action. It is saddening to note that preference for a specific racial identity has been ideally for the white citizens. Black citizens have been subjected to a state of thinking and living as black as expressed in their tones and facial expressions, and even body language. Life has been hard for the blacks as they have always tried to strike a balance between, who they are and the image they present. Actually, blackness has been linked to prevailing discomfort and being exposed to lots of danger. Although not all blacks are followers of the Black Lives Matter Movement, the coming together of the black citizens serves as a common backlash. Through this book, Boyles revels how unity of purpose can change a situation regardless of how long it has been in practice. According to Boyles, the purposeful aspect of specifying black lives served as a key player for overcoming and changing the perception the white had on them. 
For social justice to be administered, risky measures have to be taken. To ensure that black citizens achieved their safety, protestors believed that it required tough resistance against the system, discrimination and institutional dominance among others.  From her statements, it is clear that institutions, including the criminal justice system was biased and people had to resist against it for realignment. Due to the decision they had already made, many of the post Ferguson actions by protestors were characterized as both planned and unplanned. However, we can deduce from Boyles’ book that commitment always bares fruits because as expressed in the text, despite the disorder that has ensued the black people for a very long time, they still bond. Although justice has not been fairly served to the black citizens, they have been able to connect and empower each other across their neighborhoods and communities. Considering the change exhibited by the black people, Boyles is teaching her readers an important lesson. In most cases, people wait for justice to be administered to them but Boyles teaches us that we can fight and administer justice amongst communities. From the book, we can also understand that criminal justice systems are mostly dominant to the beliefs and practices of the significant people in the community. 
Regardless of how a situation may be tough, it eventually comes to an end. For years, participants of the Black Lives Matter Movement managed to endure extremely insolvent circumstances, they managed to come up with measures to undertake when a black person is facing an attack. It is really encouraging to learn how to ensure justice is administered regardless of the pain one has to undergo. In our normal life, we quit easily when situations become tough. However, Boyles’ book is not only teaching us on how to handle the criminal justice system and fight for our rights, but it also teaches us about not giving up in life and always pressing on to achieve what we desire. 
As stated in the topic of the fifth chapter, we are really in a state of emergency as a community and the criminal justice system. A lot has to change both in our communities and the criminal justice system. Boyles tries to reveal to her readers that justice is easy, though a commitment unlike what many people think. She states that majority of the black citizens who participated in crime prevention were not benefiters of the programs. In many nations and communities, administration of justice has been hard because people have expectations in return. As the black people were facing a state of emergency in their fight to defend and progress the quality of their lives, there is need to act with emergency to ensure that there is change in the criminal justice system. The criminal justice system has a responsibility to ensure interpersonal neighborhood violence is combated without being biased or racially discriminative. 
Throughout the book, the aspect of commitment is frequently repeated. To start with, the black communities were committed to protest against discrimination and police brutality. In addition, they were committed to ensure their safety and to advance the quality of their lives. In their formal organizations, the author reveals that the black people, although a majority of them were volunteers, they were committed to serving actively. Through this, the author teaches her readers the importance of being committed in whatever one desires to achieve in life. Just from the topic of the book, “You can’t stop the Revolution,” it is clear that commitment can be considered one of the major themes of the book. As revealed by the author, after the introduction of formal neighborhood, older participants, professionals and homeowners were committed to belong to the organizations. In regards to law, Boyles’ book brings out a very important lesson. The book contributes to the understanding of criminal justice system. The justice system can be likened to the struggle the black people faced in achieving their safety and better lives. The criminal justice system in particular faces a lot of setbacks and it is required of those in authority to take stringent measures to bring sanity back into the system. The system has to ensure that criminals shall not be judged based on the color of their skin but in accordance to the law and the crime committed. 
In concluding, Boyles reflects on the time she spend studying on ethnographic work which to her, was really exhausting physically, emotionally and even mentally. This is basically a wakeup call to her readers that nothing can be achieved easily. She was forced to engage with people considered dangerous and went to risky places, hence, risking her life. The process of her journey of collecting and evaluating data from disadvantaged neighborhoods was really breath taking. As she devoted in examining the black people accurately, other than how people viewed them, she reminded the readers that in most cases, other people’s judgments can be biased and instead of depending on social judgment, we need to take measures of learning on our own. To the criminal justice system, this is a clear reminder on the process of crime investigation. Mostly, lack of proper investigation has landed many in prison after biased judgments were pronounced upon them. Although the main focus of Boyle’s book is racial discrimination and protests, it covers a variety of aspects of criminal justice and the entire justice system, which would make it a significant addition to the course on law. Boyle’s complex and in-depth method of gathering data and evaluating it would be beneficial to the criminal justice system in crime investigation. 
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